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Southern lllinais Jeep Association to provide holiday aid
Kevin Darr

Of the Suburban Jourmals
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The words Jeep and charity don't often sit side by side inthe same senfence, but two area woman are working to
make e words synanymaus,

Kargn Kirk and Carclyn Sickmeler are members of the Southerm [lincis Jeep Assodation, founded by Kirk's
husiand. Robert. vwhile, as the name implies, lhe main focus of the group is for Jeep lovers 1o unite, they have a
much larger focus.

For the secand year in a row, Kirk and Sickmeier have decided to adopt local familles in need and provide them
with food, clothing and the necessities thay nead 1o get through this holiday seasan.

“Ale started the Adopt-A-Family pragram last year by adopting five [ocal families and accepting donations te halp
them out" Kirk said, "We just falt that we neaded to help those less fortunate than us but we get something aut
of this as well"

The noa-profit arganization gives all the money and donations (o the families which ars raisad through bake
sales, chiii cook-offs and barbecues.

"“Ae started the charity becauss we wanted 1o know where all the procseds were going instead of giving
donations to somaone else wha could do whatever they wanted,” Sickmeier said. "We just hope that we can get
same moere community support behind us and get more famliies help next year."

There is a reason the name of the organization has Jeep in it though. For starters, ownership of a Jeepis a
requirement ta join. The group advocates environmental protection, keeping trails open in area national forests
and follows Tread Lightly rules, a saries of rules emphasizing the responsible usae of vahicles on the
enuiremment. '

"This organization was formed with family values in mind and having a good time in nature," Sickmeier said. "We
rezpect the envirehment and try to follow every rule to help preserve the natural state of things."

Currently SLA is seiling raffle tickets for a Varn 3,000 Ib. winch and accessory kit. Winners will be announced at
the SIJA 2003 Christmas Party at 7 p.m. Dec. 13 at the Millatadt Veterans of Foreign War, 200 Veterans Drive.

Tajoin SIJA, log on to the Web site at sija.arg or call Robert Kirk at 281-7851.
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Southern lllineis Jeep Association members, from left, Doug
Guilllams, secretary; Carolyn Sickmeier, treasurer: Karen Hirk,
member; and Robert Kirk, presidert, prepare to daliver gifts to
needy famiiies.

Families benefit
from the generosity
of jeep enthusiasts

By Lauren Bailie
Staff writer

Five members al the
MOKROE Socthern Llinois
JeeD Association
(0““]’? used Uhedr off-road
edmnmrenemte IAChines Suoday
altertnon to deliver
fond and pregents o fve needy
taurnihes in [he grea.

*It was overwhelming,” suid
Rabert Kirk ol Coliumbia, cur-
rert presiden: and one of the
thazler's founders, “Not one of
the familics we delivered to was-
'Lz dire need,”

Kizk said he is determined Lo
melude chariiable services in kis
newlyv formed club’s activiiies,

“We wasal lo coalribule o the
commucily, " Kirk said.

Throughout s firsl vear the
desoeialion has collected canned
gocds and members have donat-
=1 an additional $1,200.

“H's turned out really
niee, " Kirk sald, I was thor-
aughly surprised. ™

Kirk didn'lL want to just send a

cieck 1o un organizalion and aol
know wherr i was distributed.

“We wanted to [ind an orpani-
zalion where we conld be one on
one with the familics and not get
sl in the shuttle,” he said.

kirk had locai help o locate
the five [amilizs in Chrislopher,
O'Fallun, Bellevilie and Calumbia,

“Families nol only recelved
food haskeds, but presents 1oo,”
Kirk said,

Kirk's wife, Kares, said she
was deeply touched by the faemi-
liey" respunse,

‘At one ol the homes a 3-year-
wd girl jumped up and down
wlhien she saw s, Karen Kirk

- sall, It was something else.”

The assoeialinn has its meet-
ings outside of Waterloo, but

~eover most of $outhern Lilinois

and parrs of Missour:,

“The resporse from the pubiie
has heen really great," Kirk said.
“Tt. was definilely 4 succeess and
we will de it again next wear,"

I aryone s inlerested in help--
ing out or donating goods lor next
¥aar, comtacl the Kirks ot 281-7851,




